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Figure 1-1. Location of the Gulf Coast region, showing counties and population centers. 

Nueces, Orange, Polk, Refugio, Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, San Patricio, Starr, Trinity, 
Tyler, Victoria, Walker, Waller, Washington, Webb, Wharton, Willacy, Wilson, and Zapata.∗ 

                                                 

 

∗ For those counties furthest from the Gulf of Mexico that only partially overlie the Yegua-
Jackson or Brazos River Alluvium aquifers, the main topics of this report may only marginally 
apply. 
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Figure 1-4. Contours showing average annual gross lake evaporation (in inches) in the Gulf Coast region 
from 1950 to 1979 (data from Larkin and Bomar, 1983). 

Population and Groundwater Use 
In 2000, more than 8 million people—nearly 40 percent of Texans—lived in the Gulf Coast 
region (U.S. Census Bureau, 2003). The population increased over 180 percent from 1950 to 
2000 (Table 1-1). Despite this overall increase, 15 counties experienced a decline in population 
over this period. As of 2000, 26 counties had populations under 20,000, while 11 counties had 
populations over 100,000. Harris County had by far the highest population with 3.4 million 
people (Table 1-1). 
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